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Meeting Minutes - Central School H.S.A. Meeting

April 13, 2010
Principal’s Report (Vito D’Alconzo):

· The St. Barnabus Burn Unit visit for 3rd graders was held last week – focus was on keeping your home safe and on how to evacuate a home in a fire
· 4/15 = Art McFarland and Channel 7 news are coming to Central to observe 1st and 5th graders during their pre-engineering enrichment sessions

· 4/15 = Concert & Art show – building opens @ 7 p.m. and concert begins @ 7:30 p.m.

· 4/19 = starts GREEN Spirit Week – Environmental Club has planned a series of activities for the week, including cutting down on electric lighting one day (& using natural lighting) and a “no garbage for lunch” day where kids bring only reusable containers and cloth napkins to school for lunch
· 4/20 = BUDGET VOTE & BOE  ELECTION – polls open 2-9 p.m. ///students will vote on something in school (unrelated to the budget) to learn about voting and civic duty
· 4/23 = Report cards

· 4/27 = Kindergarten assessments

· Building Updates – windows are done, phone wires are starting to be run for the  new phone system, boiler will be replaced this summer, all summer programs will be moved to Hamilton so work can be completed at Central

· School opens again on 9/14

Presidents’ Report (Susan Whalen & Kristine Gifford):
· Spring Fundraiser will be held on Friday, April 16 – attire is “smart casual” /// 
Concerns expressed about cost – ticket price of $75 includes food, wine, beer & $25 donation directly to Central School H.S.A /// auction will be small & will include some “silent auction” baskets and some “live auction” items – evening will also include a wine tasting and a portion of all proceeds from wine purchased that evening will go to the H.S.A. /// No money will be lost as the H.S.A. pays only for those who attend ///No teachers are attending so far (Mr. D. said it was related to ticket price) and a suggestion was made to ask the teachers to attend for free as a good will response to their willingness to accept a pay freeze due to budget constraints…the Board will consider it /// If parents are unable to attend, they may still make donations in lieu of attending directly to the H.S.A….the Board will provide Mr. Matteo’s “Wish List” through class parents after the auction if Central School parents want to donate funds for any particular item
· Open Board Positions – Treasurer, Wish List/Fundraising are still open…contact Susan or Kristine if interested/// A vote on new Board membership will take place at the May or June meeting
· Poverty Awareness Project – Presentation by Beth Fernandez – This year’s theme is Education and an art auction will be held at the Community Church on May 1st to (1) raise awareness about lack of educational opportunities for many children in impoverished nations and to (2) raise funds for a new school to be built in Guatemala. ///The PAP has provided all schools in the district with free copies of the children’s version of the best-seller “Three Cups of Tea” for 5th graders to read to the younger students.
· By-laws – The 2003 version of the by-laws has been amended to include two changes: (1) votes may be based on the # of H.S.A. members in attendance at a meeting (rather than entire membership) and (2) all check requests for amounts greater than $500 must be signed by two Board members – our H.S.A. has been following both new rules all year, but the by-laws must be officially voted on – copies of updated by-laws will go out by e-mail for a vote at the May meeting 
· BOE Meeting on 4/12/10 – The Glen Rock Education Association (GREA), which includes teachers, administrators and some custodians agreed to a pay freeze for the 2010-11 school year and made other concessions regarding the benefits which will save the district about $650,000///because there’s a mandated 4% cap on increases, we get further behind every year that we don’t pass the budget///Coleen Shea will ask Federated H.S.A. if they’re going to take out an ad in the newspaper thanking teachers///On or before May 15 teachers will be notified if they have jobs next year – 6 teachers are not tenured at Central///April 15 Dr. Verducci will host a budget presentation for K-3 parents (although anyone is welcome) at All Saints Church///Coleen will distribute a list of bullet points to class parents to share describing what we stand to lose if the budget does not pass///5th graders will be invited to wear VOTE buttons at the concert & art show on 4/15
· Science Fair – Thank you to Lisa Sheldon – Lisa’s daughter will be in 5th grade next year and Lisa would like to train her successor next year before she leaves Central – suggestions include working more closely with teacher liaison to let new teachers know what to expect and to limit parent visitation to the evening hours since it’s crowded and loud in the gym when children are making presentations during the day///Lisa is looking into free assemblies from Jack Brannigan (GREEN related) and Mad Science (related to parent-funded after school program) H.S.A. paid several hundred dollars for Liberty Science Assemblies.  
Communications (Coleen Shea):
· VOTE – Tuesday, April 20th /// If Budget does not pass, it goes to the Borough Council which can make cuts that the district cannot appeal///Coleen will send out VOTE reminder to class parents to forward to their classroom parents
Enrichment (Mary Grochan):

· 6/3 = Central School pool party – Francesca’s will provide pizza and Jennifer Scherer will ask  8th grade National Honors Society students to volunteer again for baby sitting and help at the concessions stand

· 6/9 = 5th grade pool party

· 6/10 = Fun Fair – to be coordinated by Norah McLaughlin (rain date is Fri. 6/11)

Wish List & Fundraising (Jennifer Collado):

· Jennifer Scherer will create a “Survey Monkey” donation survey to send to all parents to determine if they prefer all the fundraisers or if they would prefer to just send in one donation check to the H.S.A. at the beginning of each school year

· School Supplies – form will go home this week and must be returned with payment in early May
· Burger King Night – there was some discussion about removing it from the list of options since it is considered “unhealthy” /// there was also discussion about using Glen Rock food establishments next year – Francesca’s, Rocca’s, Rock Burger, etc.
Treasurer’s Report (Ann Boyle):

Superintendent’s Presentation (Dr. David Verducci – Chief School Administrator (CSA))
· District website is updated frequently with budget info
· Stephanie Brennan and Kevin Davitt are organizing a rally on Sat.4/17 to protest Governor Christie’s budget cuts – Dr. V will be addressing crowd at 12:30 p.m.

· 25-30 Glen Rock residents attended the county’s Facts & Figures forum

· 41% of state aid to schools was cut in Bergen County while the average cut to other counties is 16.8% - contact District 35 state legislators to demand fairness for Bergen County school districts
· The teachers’ pay freeze will save the district $850,000 - $900,000 for next year, but even with those concessions, and even if the budget passes, the district will be left with a $857,000 shortfall.

· There won’t be any other cuts than those listed on the district website

· As $ flows back in from teachers’ concessions, the CSA and the BOE will restore cuts in this order: Instructional Programs, Class Sizes, Teachers, Instructional Materials, Supplies

· Some cuts/changes will remain no matter what – these include “fee for play” for HS sports and end of MS sports that are duplicated in the borough rec. programs

· See Dr. Verducci’s PowerPoint presentation about the budget on the district website

· If the budgets passes (if you vote Yes), you will save: night custodians, 8 teachers, new textbooks, technology upgrades, HS sports that aren’t duplicated in town, professional staff development, supplies & materials (crayons, pencils, paper)

Next General H.S.A. Meeting: Friday, May 21, 2010 at 8:45 a.m. in the all-purpose room
