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Central School H.S.A.

March 19, 2010 Meeting Minutes
Prepared by Jane Dalton, H.S.A. Secretary

Principal’s Report 

Mr. D’Alconzo was not present at the meeting but Mr. Tom Wilson presented his agenda items in his absence.  
· Windows were replaced but still need to be caulked; railings will be put in; fire doors are in; one boiler is on order for summer replacement; a new phone system will be in service in the fall; and electrical will be upgraded

· School is open on Thursday, April 1st – 2nd storm day closure put us over the allotted # of “snow” days

· Next year the BOE will vote on whether to move spring break to the week of Good Friday (3/15-3/24) instead of 3/22-4/1 because of where final vote for school budget falls.  

· Another BOE consideration is to use spring break days at the beginning of the week –rather than the end like this year – if more than the two allotted “snow” days are used next year.  
· Class lists will be made up by Mr. D’Alconzo 
· Next kindergarten and new student registration will be May 25 – location TBD: K parents will receive school assignments on 6/1; K parents will receive session assignments on 7/1.

· BOE tentative budget accepted on 3/18 to go to Bergen County – BOE thought state would cut aid by only 15% but instead the cut is 100% - BOE must come up with 1.7 million in funds for next year; 3/31 is final budget vote

· As of right now, still 4 sessions of 1st grade

· Vote on outsourcing custodial services to be voted on at 3/31 BOE meeting
Presidents’ Report (Kristine Gifford and Susan Whalen)
· Spring Social is Friday, April 16th.  $75 per person; abbreviated auction (silent + live), 50/50 raffle; wine tasting – H.S.A. gets % of proceeds from wine sales
· Faculty will be invited at cost

· Help needed from class parents to get kids involved with decorating the facility with their artwork

· Invitations will go out shortly

Superintendent of Schools Report (Dr. David Verducci)
BUDGET – “We’ve gotten hit unbelievably hard.  Trenton has declared war on public education in Bergen County.”  Here is recap:

· Tues. 3/16 Governor Christie gave budget address

· Thurs. 3/18 State aid figures arrive

· Dr. V and business administrator Michael Rinderknecht started putting budget together in August with the expectation of a 15% cut in state aid – when state aid #s came out, the net effect became a loss of $1.7 million – state took district’s entire surplus ($582,000) and $1.2 million in state aid - Dr. V & MR had saved $300,000 but not enough now – must look at every line item
· Three goals: (1) lose as few bodies as possible; (2) keep programs intact; (3) keep the 2010-11 school year as normal as possible

· Custodial cuts might save 1-4 classroom teachers’ positions

· 3/18 BOE adopted TENTATIVE budget – by law BOE must send a tentative budget to Bergen County for review by 3/22/10

· State says GR is allowed to raise taxes beyond the 4% cap to make up the shortfall in state aid next year (state granted a cap waiver)

· “BOE adopted cap waiver on 3/18 solely for purpose of meeting legal obligation to Bergen County,” said Dr. V.  “Adopting the budget this way buys us some time to take a look at every single thing.”

· “Right now, with cap waiver, tax increase would be 9% - that’s impossible – BOE wants to bring it down to between 3&5%, but that supposes we pass the budget.  If budget does not pass, we have to cut the budget even more,” said Dr. V.

· “In 30 years I’ve never seen a situation like this.” Dr. V

· Special Education aid – state has formula in Trenton to provide for extraordinary special education costs (those exceeding $40,000 per year) so GR receives a % of those costs – not sure if GR will receive any special education aid next year
· 3/22 BOE meeting in HS cafeteria – preliminary budget hearing
· Concerns expressed if referendum surplus is safe – so far construction is slightly under budget and expectation was to return any surplus to borough residents – but now state may force borough to give surplus to the schools

· In response to question from Barb Loscalzo about contacting state legislators, Dr. V. said he will put state legislators’ info on the district website

· Cost saving measures considered so far: consolidating some programs, looking at athletics, extracurricular activities, class offerings, class size –but nothing decided yet
· BOE & School Budget vote = April 20th; Polls are open 2-9 p.m.

· Preliminary budget presentation on Mon. 3/22/10

· On Tues. am 3/23 budget info will be posted on district website 

Communications (Coleen Shea)

· Please have all announcements ready for immediate publication on the H.S.A. website when you submit them. 
· Coleen will contact Federated about getting one consistent budget message out to parents

· Ann Boyle will photocopy Bergen Record article with state aid #s and add a note about the 3/22 BOE meeting and H.S.A. and class parents will give out the fliers after school on Friday, 3/19

Enrichment (Mary Grochan):
· Science Fair – hours are at night 6:30-8:30 p.m. as well as during the school day; Spiritware will be sold outside of Science Fair
Federated H.S.A. (Kristine Gifford)

· Budget Election coming up in April – publicize election to voters - encourage people with school age children to vote - class parents call parents to remind them to vote

· BOE started “Rock Talk Live” at library – forum for community to meet with BOE members and discuss BOE issues – 4/13=curriculum discussion; 4/28=comprehensive school system discussion

· 135 students registered for kindergarten next year; 159 expected to enroll by Sept. 

· Only 2 sections of kindergarten expected in Central next year

Fundraising (Jennifer Collado)

· $51 made on Burger King night

· $218 made on Pizza Fusion night

· School supply lists are being finalized by teachers for fundraiser

Social (Linda Kitz)

· Spring Social = April 20th 8-11 p.m. at Indian Trail Club in Franklin Lakes

Misc. – Spring Social – Class parents
· Class parents are going to work with teachers/children in their class to help kids design and create table decorations/centerpieces for the spring social; theme is spring (one suggestion= lollipop bouquet); each class comes up with its own unique centerpiece
· Vicky Katzman will coordinate with all class parents

Next General H.S.A. Meeting: Next General H.S.A. Meeting: Tuesday, April 13, 2010 at 8:45 a.m. in the all-purpose room

